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REAT-BRITAIN, 
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HURCH Of ENGLAND, 


mne amnium caritates patria una TR 
gu gu bonus dubitet mortem 


my. 
be deemed arrogant or preſum 
in a private perſon to addreſs 
a few plain and ſerious ee to his 


=_ our preſent circumſtances, does not feel for 
appear, it is obvious, tho? melanc 
Ha obſerve, that people, in general, pu 
1 their pleaſures with the ſame — 
© gaiety as ever: they talk much, indeed, of 
public affairs, are very ready to blame the 
: conduct of thoſe who are in ſtations ß 
wer and influence, and attribute our pub- 
FE. lc miſcarriages to the cowardice and mi- 
Conduct of individuals, but ſeem little to 
= conſider the real cauſes of our calamities;—- 
=_ that BRITA is drovght to the brmmk'of | 
i ruin by the acy of her ſons, and {| 
= | that it muſt be — difficult, i not 
azabſolutely impoſſible, for the ableſt heads, 
aläand the beſt hearts to fave us from utter 
ruin, if our manners continue to be what 
are at preſent. I Would therefore 
yall in my power to impreſs my dear 
nt h a deep ſenſe of their ca- 
3 -tO-: awaken in them A 
> fpiritof genuine patriotiſm, an 
= cen tos dein country's honoy 
1 _ egndeavour, and oh! that T were 
_ dur, — per 


or a Murray, that I might arreſt the art.. 
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tably be our 2 ; I would endea- - 
vour to kindle in their breaſts a noble ar- = 
dour- for. liberty, for virtue, and religion; 
to animate them to exert. their, utmoſt 1 
ts for reviving a regard to principle, ang 
for checking the alarming progreſs of vice 3 
and infidelity, that we may emerge from 
thoſe _ of infamy into which we are 2H 
ſunk, and be once more a "virtuous, and, 42 
quence, a happy and Houriſhing | _— 
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tention of every . Briton, . that, I might + 
reach the inmoſt receſſes of every heart, © 
that I mi ight kindle the generous flame f 2 
f p.-4 4 -1 8 noble . pu le | = Ip | | 
reformation in every breaſt. But I muſt - | 
content myſelf with delivering, ain truths - 
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naments of 715 or flowers ps hero: | 8 
ſtands in lle need of adventitious nr 
ments; if I am ſo happy wo: 

it 2 fair and candid hearin 


it will recom- - 
aineſt dreſs, to ever þ 
honeſt and conſiderate mind. 1 have 60 
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imagine Tam capable of planning ſchemes 
for diſtreſſing our enemies, or of — YN 


out the propereſt methods to be purſu 


by thoſe who are intruſted with the ma- 
nagement of affairs in our preſent critical 


ſituation; what I aim at, is to awaken my 


countrymen to ſerious conſideration, and 


to revive that public ſpirit, which, unleſs ; 


it be in a few ſuperior minds, ſeems now 


to exiſt no more. Nor do I flatter myſelf 


with any conſiderable ſucceſs: there can 
be no harm, however, in the attempt, 
which tho it ſhould be ridiculed 
and diſregarded by all, I ſhall never repent | 
of. as I ſhall always enjoy the ſatisfaction 


— 1 which ariſes from the conſciouſneſs of _ 6 
| ing meant well. 


by many, 


In the firſt place, Gevebore; I mou 
earneſtly intreat every Briton to take an 
impartial view of the fituation of his coun- 


try, and of the character and manners of 
its inhabitants. We are engaged in a war 
with a powerful and ambitious nation, our 

avowed and inveterate enemy. This ene- 


my is not only ſuperior to us in land armies, 
but greatly ſo in military {kill. Their offi- 


cers are trained up in ſchools at the public 
expence, where they undergo a laborious 
Sante of — wed 2 A to riſe my 


141 
in proportion to their merit. They are ani- 
mated beſides with a powerful and univer- 
Hal principle of Honour, which inſpires, i in- 
deed, the meaneſt mechanic in France, 
and actuates the whole machine of hl 
ment. The French have been long pur 
ſuing, and that with'the utmoſt ſteddinef 
and vigour, one grand plan of power; and 
[notwithſtanding the various checks they 
have met with from time to time, have 


: carried it to ſuch a height, as is ſufficient 5 


to alarm every nation in Europe. The pro- 
greſs too which they have made in naval © 
pmoer within theſe few years is very conſi- 
derable; and ſhould they ſtill continue to 
make advinces i in it, the conſequences in 
regard to us are too obvious to be enume- 
rated. oa pa 


Such is the enemy we have to ien 
Wit and what reaſon have we to hope for 


ſucceſs againſt them? Are we to look for 
victory from our fleets and armies, from the 
courage and conduct of our generals "and 


admirals? Alas! our late experience thews ww. Þ 


us how little is to be expected from th 1 


1 Are we to truſt then to the virtue, | 


e capacity, aud abilities of our nobility, 


and thoſe in the — ranks of life; to Ky .Y 


the national ſpirit of union, or to thatlove . 


£< 6 EX 
of our country V which animates the breaſt 
of every 2555 ? He muſt be little ac- 
quainted, indeed, with the national charac- 
ter, who forms any great expectations from 
theſe. That in the higher ſtations of life 
there are ſtill to be 1 perſons of 5 
= tinguiſhed abilities, virtue, and i 2 =" 
=” readily allow; for in the moſt degenerate 
1 times ſuch characters are to be met with in 
every country: but ſurely it may be affirm- 
ed, without e leaſt violation o truth, and 
without any exaggeration, that our nobility | 
1 and people of faſhion are, in general, ſun 
into the moſt unmanly luxury, and delirious 
with the rage of pleaſure. A ſelfiſh and 
an effeminate ſpirit have taken entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of their hearts, and baniſhed every 
enerous purpoſe, every manly ſentiment 
from their breaſts! That ſyſtem of p lti- 
cal ſelf-intereſt, that is now eftabli 
upon ſuch firm foundations among us, pre- 
. vents. thoſe. great and beneficial effects, 
4 a national ſpirit of union would pro- 
dice. . The cager and unbounded purſuit 
of lucrative employments, the ſecuring a 
parliamentary intereſt, and the important 
| - concerns of dreſs and gaming, take up fo 
1 much of the time and attention of the 
= great. that they have 1 none to fpare for the 
$3 Ft | weighty 
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s not at all to be wondered at; it is natural 
for thoſe in inferior ſtations to copy after 


A prevails; 1 * 


weighty amin ef nt for the ex- 
alted and god- like cares of watching over 
and ſecuring the national welfare. 5 
tirely, indeed, are they under the influence 
of ſelfiſh views, ſo totally loſt to the love 
of their country, that no public meaſures, 


however falutary,. can be carried into exe- 


cution, if they interfere with their private 


intereſt. Hence it is, that inſtead of an 


eplar d, fore-ſeeing, and ſteady policy, 
hi E comprehends nico „and at- 
mac within the in its f em every 


. have in ſome meaſure diffuſed theis 
int influence over all ranks and de- 
of x us. Indeed this 


he manners of their ſuperiors; and if 
theſe are ON" the whole: mats will 


i” forme; degree, ſeized every condition of 
, and we: ſee thouſands ſeduced. by it 
into 


bn 


I $24; 
into a diſſolute and irregular courſe, fatal 
to every moral virtue, and fruitful of al- 
every vice. There are now but fer 
traces to be found of that temperance, that 
ſobriety, that decent ſimplicity of manners, 
which adorned the characters of our anceſ— 
tors; all is low, little, and trifling amongſt 
us ; we eagerly catch at every falhionable. 
folly, and plunge deeper and ye 46 pf 
2 into extravagance and luxury. 
Another alarming ſymptom of our ap- 
proaching ruin, and a diſtinguiſhing part os - 
our character, is that ſpirit of pee 
that diſregard to principle, which is ſo p 
valent in the midſt of us. Chtiſtianity is 
now * 1 you railed at — 
V E T E, t the t prin ES 
25 religion CIR. Ga __ 
attacked. It is well known that many per- 
ſons in high life, and ſome of W f 
diſtinguiſhed abilities, laugh at the doctrines 
of a particular providence and future Mate. 
Nor are they Sagolercn this reſpect: the 
con has ſpread wide, os dap- 
fel ow behind a counter, who ſeems to 
eof no larger a ſize of undenſiending than 
what 1s — "ound of tobacco, 
= yard of muſlin, is now 3 
lee and Piques himſelf upon * 
1 CY 


LS} | 
infidelity. When ſuch principles here- 
fore, or rather, when ſuch want of p 


and pleaſure, no wonder we ſhould” run 
headlong into the moſt diſſolute conduct. 


Such Ar: is our ſituation, and ſuch our 
character: and I would now aſk any dif- 


cerning, any conſiderate obſerver, hat 


muſt the end of all this be? If no effectual 


check is given to our prevailing manners: 
it is eaſy to ſee what mult be the conſe- 


quence ; it muſt certainly be ſuch as is f. TE 
ficient to make even a ſtoic tremble. For 
| ſhould we, by ſome unexpected turn in our 


_ favour,” have it in our power to force the 


French to reaſonable terms of peac! , (which, 


however, is no very probable f 
it is natural to 
move on in the ſame track of luxury and 
effeminacy, and, conſequently, be ripen- 
ing every day for a ſtate of ſlavery and 

dence z while our enemies are | 


purſuing their ambitious ſcheme, and mak " 
des to univerſal monarch . 
Is there a Briton now who can ſeriouſſy 1 


ing quick advar 


think of theſe things without being 


ed? Who can take an impartial and = + 825 
of our fituation and charac-: BEES 


Pegs Semin,” 
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ciple falls in with a ſtrong paſſion for how | 


ppoſition) 
ne that we ſhould All 
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concern 2 Bnrr a, once 4h boaſt and 
dread of her enemies, the a heroes, 
the glory and admiration of mankind, is 
now, roy 4 ceproath among the nations, 
the ſchool of licentiouſneſs and unmanly 
— loſt to public ſpirit, and to every 
great and generous principle. How is her 
glory fallen, and- her honours laid in the 
duſt! How ate om yori ſons, Lund | 
how alarming her ſituation ! 
It can afford but ſmall feind ton ge- 
nerdus mind to contemplate ſuch a picture, 
or to enlarge on ſuch a ſubject; it is neceſ- 
fary, however, to be awakened to a juſt 
ſenſe of bo is 5a am hs our minds | 


* upon the fab ject 
| effect may be ex 


OS on, on —— 
dition, and bowed down almoſt to the 


ber former — ant vigour, — 
ſame her native ſtation of dignity and/ho- 


| noa. A time — - 
— 


1 is — 
great and noble, Tiball reckon anylal6 
tremely happy, therefore, if I can prevail 


upon my countrymen: to reflect ſerinuſſy, 


N 22 2 his own character and con- 


[private — — Thun 
— the power of almoſt every in- 
diyidual to contribute bm ound 


raifing his country-from that ane; under 
r e A lies. 1 ier 


But tho conſideration and ai wi 
tion be, in our preſent circumſtances, the 


af all, it is incumbent 
I WY ns © ths 
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ſhe earneſtly implores their aid, and intreats 
them in the moſt affectionate manner, to 
"raiſe her from that weak, infirm, and lan- 
Fuiſhing condition, to which ſhe is reduced. 
And can they refuſe to grant her requeſt ? 
Will they not lend an ear to 4 tender, in- 
diulgent aged , Whoſe ſolicitous care 3 
has made ſo large, 6 bocitifiil-@ poo viſion - 
N ſo rich 
a profuſion of bleſſings? Will they by their 
luxurious, extravagant, and diſſolutè con- 
{= oor her to a eee 56. 00 ++, 
If the yoice of their" country which calls mM 
heir arg, 1 have Müde: reaſon to imbgine 
that any thing I can urge will move or af- 
fect them. 1 am an nM owever, from en- 


ee ee 
at — ſtill in habe liger ranks of life, 
ſome who are ornaments to their exalted 
—_— 3 of the ſtricteſt, 3 


12 


of ae. nie 1 are others too, 
who, tho they have drank largely of che 
cup of pleaſure, are not intoxicated with 
the draught ; tho they have plunged deep 
into luxurious effeminacy, have not loſt the 
dear idea of their country, but are Mill; I 
Hope, capable of riſing to manly virtue, and 
of exerting themſelves with vigour and 
js . a 206 Renu canſes the Pb Wel- 
0 FEW T ala: beg . to are 
| 3 and to urge a few plain conſidera- 
tions with that freedom which becomes a 
Briton, and a lover of his country. To 
what higher dignity; to what greater glory 
I would aſk them, can any mortal aſpire; 
than to be a pattern of virtue, a guardian 
of public liberty, to controul Bad, and 
to 2 1 good government, to check the 
— 5 f profaneneſs, immorality, and 
ry, and to encourage every thing that 
has a Ladens to advance the public good? 
What greater joy, what more ſubſtantial 
pleaſure, was ever felt by any, than what 
- muſt be felt by the real i by the man 
who bends all the force of his underſtand- 

ing, who directs all his thoughts and actions, 
to the good of | his country, and whoſewhole 
life is one continued ſcene of great and ge- 


Fo: nerous 


r 
nerous efforts. in its ſervice.? On the con- 
trary, hat meanneſs muſt be inherent in 
the ſoul of that man, who, tho poſſeſſed of 
high tank, and conſequently, of eminent 
adyantages for public vu kunst. volunta- 
 rily; degrades himſelf, an d ſinks into the 
loweſt rank amongſt 12 of men? Who 
weſics.his health and igour in ſenſual i in⸗ 
ilgences, his fortune in riot and intempe- 
rance ; who deſcends from the nobleſt oc- 
anten, of which human nature is capable 
ene of trifling amuſements, and low 
| cares, from the government of, men to that 
of hounds and horſes; who exchanges the 
ſatisfactions of the man, for the gr Y 
tions of the brute x. who, inſtead * being 
a pattern of zie eres wideths 3 fection 
7 of: vice and licentiouſneſs.? ? Side. a. 
I the. ſervice, of our country be. a LS 5 
duty, ag muſt, I am per be readily 
—— by all, then certainly our obliga- 
tions to the performance of it are in propor- 
tion to the means and opportunities we have 
of performing it. Now, exalted ſtation, and 
high rank in a ſtate, by what means ſoever 
acquired, are noble prerogatives, and lay 


thaſe who are poſſeſſed of them under indiſ- 
le obligations to dedicate. their time 
and talemts;to. Os; ſervice of the public, as 


4 
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they afford many advantages and various 

opportunities for uſefulneſs. Nor can any: 
thing indeed diſcharge them from theſe ob- 
ligations, while their country ſtands in need 
_of their ſervices : inſtead therefvre of de- 
nying or evading them, e man, who 
has the leaftſpark of generoſity in his breaſt, 
will, with pleaſure and gratitude tothe all- 
wiſe governor of the univerſe, acknowledge | 
and fulfil them. He will rejoice. in the 
thought of his being placed in ſuch at Ex- 
alted ſtation, of me formed capable of 
ſuch divine employment, and will never 
quit his native poſt of dignity and honour, 
or meanly ray himſelf to idlenceds' _ 

hx. I | 

Such a l link pen d 
privi vilege to be exempt ed by the very con- 
dition of his birth, flarn thoſe numberleſs 
cares and anxieties, to which far the greateſt 
part of mankind are unavoidably ſubject, in 


| order to ſecure for themſelves and theit fa - 


milies a competent ſhare of the neceſſaries 
and conveniencies of life. Conſcious of, 
und thankful for, his ſuperior ad antages. 
| he will canploy his leiſure in ſtoring his 
gating the Principles of a tho 
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ſtreams 
| the honour-of fitting 4 In che great aſſe 41017 


| as bound by every mo 
generous mind, by ev 
2 human foul, to diſcharge the ſacred and 
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ſelf acquainted 1 with the Br:tifh' conſtitution, 5 
the character and manners of His fellow- 
citizens; Britain's connection with, and re- 


lation to, the other powers of Europe ; will 
ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the corrupt prac- 
tices and manners of the age he lies in; 


will prefer a moderate fortune with inte- 


grity, di onity, and independence, to the 
greateſt affluence without them ; will en- 
deavour to pluck up corruption by the roots; 7 
will hold faſt his own eee ; and ſup- 


port with ſpirit and e che cauſe 
of his country. 
perſon' $ Sele life ing 


In a word, ſuch 35 
conduct, all his aims and viewswill be great 


and honourable. When his country is 


threatened with peculiar danger, either from 


without or from within, this will only ſerve 


to-quicken his ardour, and call forth freſn 
f.vigour-from'his ſoul. If he has 


of the nation, he will look upon himſelf 
ve that can affect a 
tie that can bind 


nt truſt, with all his vigilance, all 
his application, and all his virtue. He wk 


- conſider that the liberty, the pr proper the 
| honour, the virtue, the * his co¹r¹ 
"UN ty: 


ES 
are in 115 hands; that the fate of mil. 
2258 depends upon the honeſt and faithful 
diſcharge of his duty. If he has no place 


in the legiſlature, nor ſhare in the admini- 
ſtration, he will, nevertheleſs, employ all 


his eredit, all his authority, and all his in- 
fluence, to promote the good of his coun- 
try, by encouraging induſtry, by rewarding 
truth and integrity, by diſcountenancing 
every corrupt practice, by endeavouring to 
ſtop the progreſs of profaneneſs and luxury; 
he will lead others to virtue by his exam- 
ple, and, by every method in his power, 
wit ſpread a ſpirit of patriotiſm, diligence, 
ſobriet and temperance, all around him. 
Such will be the conduct of each worthy _ 

patriot. And are not ye ſtruck; O ye great 
nes of BRITAIN, with the beauty of ſuch _ 
a character? Do not your ſouls take fire, 


while you contemplate it? Have ye no 


ſpark of genuine ambition to animate your 
breaſts? Behold, a large field of glory lies 
before you, a noble c opportunity of acquir- 
ing immortal honour; a great and popu- 
lous nation implores your aſſiſtance; a 
people, burthened with debts, enervated 
with luxury: ſinking under the weight of 
tion and effeminacy, calls aloud for 
your aid. Here is a ſcene of glory, in- 
„ „ mp 1 


(48 ] 


* Could virtuous men aſk more of 
heaven; could heaven beſtow more upon 
; mortal men, than to ſet them at the head 
of 3 degenerate, a luxurious, an almoſt 
undone people, and to give them the ho- 


nour, the immortal honour, of reforming 


their manners, of reſtoring their power, 
and of making them once more great and 
9 ? Theſe ſtron * and forcible motives, 
tter myſelf, will impreſs your minds, 
ry up all your virtue, all your genero- 
ſity, nat kindle the generous flame of pa- 
triotiſm in your breaſts. 2 22 
As a Briton, I have a ri ght, at critical | 
a juncture, to apply to youz as a ſincere lover 
of my country, in my own behalf, and in 
the behalf of millions of my fellow-ſub- 
jects, I intreat and beſeech you to heal the 
wounds of BRTTAIN. 5 "Her wounds are 
deep and bleeding; it is in your power to 
heal them, and from you we expect it. 
Your own intereſt, your own. honour too, 
is cloſely connected and interwoven with 
that of the public; for whatever miſchiefs 
are brought upon Jour N muſt fall 
on you and your poſterity. Let a regard, 
therefore, to private and to — intereſt, 
influence and regulate your conduct. * 
wk, J readily * is difficult ; but . 
where 


ess 
Where no difficulties are encountered; 
no glory can be acquired. To 'contend. 
with — — luxury, effeminacy, 
and Slächneſs; to 9 the rage of 
pleaſure; t check the daring ſpirit of li- 
centiouſneſs ; to ſtem che torrent of pro- 
fancneſs and 1 immorality in a word, to 
aw back a Jegouieiata and ſelfiſh people 
virtue and bc ſpirit,” is an arduous 
undertaking. It is, however, a glorious 
one; and where much is attempted, ſome- 
thing will always be done. Nor ſhould 
you deff ir of ſucceſs: the manners of the 
age, tho they are corrupt, yet they are not 
profligate ; i z if you will only make the at- 
tempt; _ had — way in n 
may ſtill be expected. 
wrt 1s an ungrazeful taſk, and may, per- 
haps, | be looked upon as impertinent in a 
perl pain out thoſe things in 
gh life, which call aloud for reformation. 
hope to be excuſed, however, as I mean 
to give offence to none, if I briefly mention 
2 few things; for to touch upon all would 
lead me far beyond the bounds I have pre- 
ſcribed to myſelf; and I have no inclination 
to enlarge upon ſo diſagreeable a theme. 
The' firſt thing I would take notice of, is 
_ almoſt intire'waſte of all good Fine 
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ples, which, upon the moſt candid and im- 
partial view of things, there is too much 
reaſon to complain in the higher ſtations 
of life. It is now become faſhionable, and 
even a mark of politeneſs and good ſenſe, 
to declare for infidelity, and openly to re- 
nounce all regard to the great Au ruox and 
FINISHER of the chriſtian faith. The in- 
ſtitutions * worſhip _ _ re- 
ded ality. of the rich and 
_  # think it beneath them to pay 
their adorations to the ſupreme governor of 
the univerſe, the God in whom they live, 
move, and baue their being, and ſcorn all 
inſtructions in wiſdom and virtue. 
The day of ſacred reſt is debomen day 
of indolence, and trifling amuſement; and 
the houſes of ſome are turned into affm- 
bly- rooms, and ſcandalouſly converted into 
places of diverſion for public gaming, in 
open violation of the laws both of God and 
man. What a melancholy reflection, what 
an alarming ſymptom is this! That thoſe 
who have the moſt liberal ſnare 4 the 
bleſſings of heaven, ſhould be moſt un- 
grateful to heaven ! That thoſe — pro- 
feſs to believe in God, ſhould pay no 
homage to God ! That thoſe who have 
Us Jeſt: oPE tunities 7 cultivating va 
65 bits 
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bits of piety, ſhould” be patterns of in- 
ie 
1 Ie pernicious effects that ariſe from 
their example 1 in this reſpect need not be 
mentioned; they are obvious to every con- 
3 obſerver, and ate lamented by 
friend to his country. It is impoffi- 

ble that the authority of the civil magiſtrate 
can be firmly eſtabliſhed,” or the peace and 
order of ſociety maintained without reli- 
gion: he therefore who is an enemy to re- 
ligion, is an enemy to his country; and 
Whatever other good qualities he may be 
poſſeſſed of, while piety, while a reverential 
awe of Deity is wanting, his character can 
never be truly great and honorable.” How 
greatly is it to be wiſhed' therefore, that 
thoſe in ſuperior ſtations would ſeriouſly. 
attend to this matter ; and a ſmall ſhare of 
attention, one ſhould imagine, muſt be 
ſufficient to convince every conſiderate 
mind, that the ſolemn offices of public er. 
Jhip are duties of indiſpenſible moral obli- 
gation, the beſt cement of ſociety, ? 
 hrmeſt props of government; and 

be quite deficient 'in performing "Hef 
duties which ariſe from our rel 514 to 
the Almighty creator, and gracious - 
vernor 3 ine univerſe, argues 4 "Rag 992 


per- 


all 


muſt be expelled ; another foul ſtain that 


RX 
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cart. 
What joy would it give to every well⸗ 
diſpoſed, to every truly benevolent mind, 
to every wallowither to BrITAIN, to ſee 
thoſe 15 high life conſtant and regular in | 
their attendance on public worſhip, paying 
their homage —.— great Father of 'mer- 
cies, the original and ever-flowing fountain 


of good; acknowledging him with the 


warmeſt gratitude, and kb all the juſt 
and natural marks of genuine devotion, as 
the author of their being, the preſerver of 
their lives, the fountain of all their preſent 
joyments, and the grand as oo of 
their future hopes? How powerful a 
1 would ſuch an example 15 to that 
d to public worſhip which ſpreads 
aſt among the middle and lower 


ab of life; and what beneficial effects 


might be expected from it, both in re- 


: gard to private e families, and to the peace, 


order, and happineſs of ſociety | in gene- 
fal 


But 1 mall drop this ſubject, and beg 
eave to mention another fatal miſchief that 


muſt be TN off from thoſe in high life, 


a can with real dignity, or be 
ey appear ieee 5 


3 
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looked. upon by any truly conſiderate and 
benevolent mind as friends to their coun- 
u. 11 is almoſt unneceſſary to ſay; hat 
this foul ſtain is, as it muſt be obvious to 
every reader, that it can be no other than 
the rage of gaming; a paſſion, which ſeems 
to have t ſwallowed ſenſe, virtue 
converſation, and the whole train of pri- 
rate and public affections; to have over- 
e ge 2 ambition 50 excellence; extin- 
ned the flames of patriotiſm; cruſhed 

ll emulation, but that of fraud; and 
which threatens, in its further progreſs, to 
deſtroy all diſtinctions, both of rank and 
ſex. With what deep concern muſt it af- 
fect every generous mind, to ſee perſons of 
the higheſt ranks in life waſting their time, 
ſquandering their fortunes, 5 — de- 
grading themſelves ta the low level of : 
fefſed gameſters, and herding with eſe 
as their chief intimates, and boſorn friends! 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the compli- 
cated and ſubſtantial miſeries, the variety 
of diſtreſſes, that flow from this ſource. 
When the tide of fortune ebbs, every 
Loy, very malignant paſſion of the 
kened; and then the 
— who + wnder hola "this 
n extravagance, is often heard 
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bes himſelf, andblaſpheming his maker, 
urys 1 and: deſpair take poſſeſſion of 
bo breaſt ; if he looks back, he is filled 
with remorſe and anguiſh; if he looks for- 
ward, miſery ſtares him full in the face: 
his eſtate is ſpent; his credit exhauſted; his 
wants are numerous, aid he has no means 
of ſopplying them; what can he do? He 
throws the laſt fatal dye for eternity, and 
concludes the dreadful ſcene by a f. 
Such is frequently the effect of this fa- 
ſhionable folly; and can any conſiderate 
perſon. fee ſo many of our nobility and 
gentry under the influence of it, diſgracing 
their anceſtors, and ruining: their poſterity, 
without trembling for the Ker of BRTTAIN? 
Can any wiſe, can any good man help trem- 
bling, when he ONT he 
guardians of our laws, not only-grown' re- 
miſs in the execution of e but, 5 
their example and encou ragement, wan- 
tonly ſetting at defiance the very laws which 
themſelves have made or recommended ?: 
Is Artburs, I would aſk; a ſchool where 
aur young nobility can learn the principles 
of Jegiſſation, the maxims of ſound, policy, 
the jodereſt of BRITA; where they can 
be formed to wiſdom, virtue, and integrity; 
Perg 1 can ä — happy art of 
21243 main- 


£7 


3 2 * „„ 
, W WWW 
W 8 

n 3 F l 


[ 251 


maintaining outward dignity, and enjoying 
inward fatisfaftion f——  —__ LEG 
The confiderate part of our nobility and 
gentry, who are not immerſed in this fa- 
hionable abſurdity, will, I would fain flat- 
ter myſelf, take ſome ſpeedy and effectual 
method to prevent the farther ſpread of it, 
and to diſcountenance a practice which fills 
the land with violence and robbery, and 
which is the infamous characteriſtic of the 
r 
The laſt thing T ſhall mention, is that 
_ wenal ſpirit which is the curſe of the preſent. 
generation, and the reproach of too many 
of the great. Corruption (alas for our de- 
generacy !) is eſtabliſhed and openly avowed; 
it has been not only defended, but recom- 
mended as a neceſſary expedient of govern : 
ment; neceſſary to preſerve the religion 
and liberties of theſekingdoms. How pre- 
carions then is the foundation on which 
theſe ſacred intereſts depend? And who 
can help trembling, when he ſeriouſly con- 
fiders, that their principal, or only ſecuri- 
tics, are the corruption and perfidy of the 5 
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bought for every ſervice of our country 3 0 1 
and we are as calily bought ta betray and 
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- acrifice it. If corruption, therefore, is not 
extinguiſhed; if ſome powerful remedy is 
not 2 to this diſeaſe, we may languiſh 
on, for a little time, under impotence and 
contempt, but muſt ſoon ſink into utter 
ruin, and become a prey to ſome power- 
ful and -ambitious neighbour, Nor will 
palliating remedies be of any ſervice to us ; 
the wound muſt be ſearched to the bottom; 
the inciſion- knife and the cauſtic muſt be 
uſed, before a radical cure can be wrought. 
There are many other things that might 

be mentioned upon this ſubject, ſuch as the 
- eager purſuit of pleaſure, the. prevailing 
aſton for ſhow and trifling amuſements, 
&c. but what I have already ſaid is fully 
_ ſufficient to ſhew the abſolute neceſſity of 
a ſpeedy reformation. We are indeed in a 
cxiſis that muſt turn to life or death; and 
that cannot turn to the former, if ſome ef- 


flcacious remedies are not ſpeedily applied 3 


for to palliate and prolong, in our condi- 
tion, is to break and deſtroy our conſtitu- 
tion. Thoſe of high rank and ſtation, 
therefore, will, I hope, nouriſh in them- 
ſelves, and cultivate in others, ſentiments 
worthy of the Britiſh genius; will conſider 

the national diſtreſs and danger with that 


attention which they deferve ; will, by one 
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generous and noble effort, ſhake off theſe 
unnatural fetters which chain them down 
to earth, and riſe to god-like dignity and 
honour ; will relinquiſh their unmanly 
luxury and avarice, become patterns of fru- 


gality, temperance, and public ſpirit, and 
with diſintereſtedneſs, ne; and acti- 
Vity, ſet about the great work of reformation: 
Thus will they be applauded, nay al- 
moſt worſhipped by every friend to BRI- 
TAIN ; have the immortal honour of being 
the ſaviours of their country; enjoy the 
heart-felt ſatisfaction ariſing from conſcious 
integrity ; and what is infinitely more than 
all, 8 the favour, the eternal favour 
of the all- wiſe God and Father of all, who 
will not fail t6 reward their integrity, their _— 
ſteady perſeveting virtue with unfading ho- = 
nour and immortal felicity. To conclade 
all : religion, liberty, their country, call "i 
aloud for their aſſiſtance; and if their cries 
are ineffectual, neither earth, nor hell, nor 
heaven, can move them. if 
I would now addreſs myſelf, very briefly, 520 
to thoſe in the middle ſtations of life, and 
earneſtly intreat them to guard againſt thoſe - 
vices and follies which prevail among their 
| ſuperiors. You cannot be inſenfible, my 
dear fellow-citizens, of thre has wes ſitua- 
3 tion 


Wo 
1 


[288] 


tion of your country; nor are you, I hope, 


indifferent to its beſt intereſts. To what 
cauſes its preſent infamy and diſtreſs are. 
owing, muſt be obvious to you, upon the 
moſt ſuperficial reflection. Let us therefore 
lay aſide that low, that abje& ſelfiſhneſs, 
that ſordid attention to our own narrow 


and private intereſts, which, I am afraid, 
has taken poſſeſſion of all our hearts; and 


let us conſider ourſelves, as we really are, 


members of onegreat community, to whom 


therefore nothing that relates to the advan- 
tage or Pre udice of the whole, ought to 
de indifferent. Let us check that growing 

paſſion for pleaſure and gaiety, which ba- 
niſhes every thing ſerious, every thing great 
and manly, from the heart, engenders ſloth 
and luxury, and eradioates all thoſe virtues 


which are the ſtrength and ſupport of ſo- 


ciety; and let us cultivate habits of induſtry, 
frugality, and temperance, which are the 
m4. ſources of public and private hap- 
ineſs. "Wa BS 
| i I would particularly addreſs myſelf to 
parents, and all thoſe who have the im- 
portant charge of educating youth, and beg 
of them to impreſs the minds of thoſe com- 
mitted to their care with a deep ſenſe of 
What they owe to their country, to form 
+8 = | them 


„ E! 
_ them to juſt notions of liberty and public 
Di rt ſpirit, to inſpire them with a rational and 
| fervent zeal for the welfare of BrxITAiN, 
and with a juſt abhorrence and deteſtation 
of all mean, ſordid, and ſelf-intereſted 
views. Nor will this be ſo difficult a taſk 
-F- as may at firſt be imagined : the human 
heart naturally beats ſtrong for liberty, ank 
the minds ef youth, before they are cor- 
rupted by bad example, are open and ge- 
nerous. By due care, therefore, a noble 
ſuperſtructure of virtue, generoſity, and 
public ſpirit, may be raiſed upon the foun- 
daation which is laid in nature; and F. 
; greater attention were given to this moral 
culture of the mind, the moſt beneficial 
effects might be expected from it. It is of 
great importance too, indeed of principal 
importance, in eduration, to fix early Ha- 
bits of temperance and ſelf- government. 
which are the genuine ſources of healtt 
and vigour both of body and mind; and to 
guard againſt luxurious eaſe and intempe- 
rance; thoſe noxious weeds, which will 
ſuffocate the ſeeds of wiſdom and virtue, 
and by their rankneſs and luxuriancy, de- 
prive them of their neceſſary nouriſhment, 
and hinder their ever riſing to a flate of 
maturity. TY 
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The depravity of our manners, indeed, 


and the preſent degeneracy, render educa- 


tion a difficult taſk. It is incumbent there- 
fore upon all parents and tutors to double 
their diligence, and to conſider ſeriouſly 
how much depends upon the faithful diſ- 
charge of their duty. Every parent and 


every tutor ought to have his mind deeply 


impreſſed with this thought---that he is in- 
truſted with the care of reaſonable beings 
farmed for immortality, whoſe happineſs for 
time and eternity in a great meaſure de- 
pends upon his diſcharging his duty with 
diligence and integrity. An awful thought 


this; and O that it were duly attended to! 
Then might we expect to ſee parents more 


watchful over their own conduct, more re- 


gular and temperate in their behaviour, 
more deſirous of ſeeing their children r:/e 
to virtue and. public uſefulneſs, than of 


ſeeing them riſe in the world, more ſoli- 
citous to form them into good citizens and 


uſeful members of the ſtate, in their re- 


ſpective characters, and relations of parents, 


magiſtrates, ſubjects and ſoldiers, than to ; 


teach them the readieſt knack of making 
or improving a fortune, without any re- 
gard to a public, or to ſocial connections. 


3 1 8 
The 


. 


* B 4 - 
a 


9 


„„ 


The general ſyſtem of modern educa- 


cation is indeed fo very abſurd, and the 


_ negligence of parents and tutors in regard 
to forming the minds of youth to virtue, 


honour, and public ſpirit, is, in general, 


ſo great, that it is not at all an mae the 


public ſhould feel the effects of it. But it 


is not my deſign to point out the abſurdi- 


ties and defects of modern education; 
many of them are too obvious to eſcape the 
molt ſuperficial obſervation : I would only 


- earneſtly beg of all thoſe who are entruſted 


with the care of youth,- to conſider ſeri- 
ouſly the importance of their truſt ; that it 
is of more conſequence to form good Citi- 
zens than good ſcholars ; that happineſs is 


more intimately connected with virtue than 


with knowledge ; and that it is the great 
buſineſs, the great end of education, to 


form wiſe and good creatures, happy in 


themſelves, and truly uſeful to others. 


But I muſt conclude what I have to ſay 
on this head; the preſent circumſtances of 
BRITAIN, my dear countrymen, make it 


the indiſpenſible duty of each of us, to take 
an impartial and deliberate ſurvey of out 


 ownchara&ters, and to conſider attentively  _ 
what lengths we have gone in the faſhion» 


able vices and follies of the age we live in. 
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This will be of great ſervice to aner, a 


and may be attended with conſiderable ad- 
vantages to the public; it will put us, if 
we have any remaining regard for our own 
happineſs, the happineſs of our families, or 
the welfare of our country, upon correc- 
ung the irregularities of our paſt conduct, 
and will greatly check that growing levity 


and  diflipation of mind, which are the 
greateſt hindrances to ſober thought and 


reflection, and conſequently to all improve- 
ments in virtue and real goodneſs. It is 
likewiſe: incumbent upon all the friends of 


virtue and of their country, and many ſuch, 


Log perdpaded, are ll tobe foond inthe 
middle 
hearts and the hands of each other to 


animate and encourage all thoſe over whom 


they have any influence, to unite their en- 
deavours for reforming abuſes, promoting 


induſtry, checking the progreſs of profane- 
neſs, immorality, and luxury, and ſpread- 


- 


Ang a ſenſe of piety. and univerſal virtue. 


Mere all good men true to one another, 


&- gertainly be done towards reviving public 


virtue, a ſpirit of genuine patriotiſm, and 


making us once more a flouriſhing and . 
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ſtatiops of life, to ſtrengthen the 
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I would now beg leave to addreſs my- 
- elf, with great es and freedom of 
ſpeech, to the clergy of the Cuuxcn of 
ENGLAND, who, I hope, will excuſe a pri- 
vate perſon for calling upon them, in a ſe- 
rious and affectionate manner, to conſider 


Phat part it is incumbent upon ti 
in the preſent critical ſituation of the! 
try; and how far they are chargeable with 
that diſregard to religion, that protanenels, f 
impiety, and ſcepticiſm, which haye grown na 
tg ſuch a height, and are daily Ku „ 
among us. I can fay with great fincerity, 
that there is no character on earth I reſpect 
much as that of a pious and worthy cler- 
yman, whoſe delight and aſure it is to 
iſcharge with deli and diligence, the 
important duties of his ſtation: I could al- 
moſt bow the knee to ſuch à perſog ; 
whereas, on the other hand, * look 44 
a worthleſs clergyman as the moſt. def 7 
ble wretch that lives, and an object juſt = 
contempt, in what tation. ſocver he s 
placed, archbiſhop, hep, dean, 25 cu- 1 
rate. To the former, t| erefore, I ſhall 
be extremely ſorry if my freedom gives 1 
offence; as for What the latter may thin 
2 of me. it Gael ne: . 89 nn. a 


ful 


Without any farther apology then, gen- 
tlemen, I can't help obſerving, that a great 
part of the irreligion and infidelity of the 
age we live in is chargeable upon you. I 
heartily wiſh, for the honour of your order, 
that I was ſingular in this opinion; but as 


f Lam far from being ſo, it cannot, at leaſt 


it ought not, to be deemed an unfriendly 


; office, to lay before you ſome of the reaſons 


which ſupport this opinion, that if you are 


umjuſtly blamed, you may have an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating yourſelves. In the 


firſt place then, your ſolemnly ſubſcribing 
articles, which it is notorious you do not be- 
lieve, and your declaring publickly, in the 
preſence of the great Sr A chxR of HANTs, 


Jour unfeigned aſſent and conſent to forms, in 


divine worſhip, which, it is well known, 
you diſapprove of, is one principal cauſe of 


infidelity and ſcepticiſm. The articles of 


religion, to which you ſolemnly ſubſcribe,” 
are Calviniftic. Now I preſume it will not 
be denied, that the generality of you have 
embraced the - Unitarian and Arminian 
ſchemes.” What, then, muſt every ſober 
enquirer think of perſons" in the Unitarian 


ſcheme, when they ſtand forth before C 


and call upon him to witneſs to their 2 


rity, when they ſubſcribe articles, which 
ſtrongly aſſert, that there is but one living 


0351; 
and true Cod; that in the unity of. the $0 


bead there be. three perſons of one ſubſtance, 


power, and eternity, the Father, Son, and 
. Holy Ghoſt ; that the Son is the very and: 
—.— God, of one ſubſtance with the Faker; 
and that the creed .of Athanafus ought flo 
roughly to be received and W for it 
may be proved by moſt certain warrants... 
Holy Scripture? Muſt not he look ups 


as 


3 


them as vile diſſemblers, as groſs hypo- = 


crites, as guilty of the moſt ſhameful pre- 
varication ? With what face, I would alk. 
any honeſt, any conſiderate perſon, with 
what proſpect of ſucceſs, can ſuch clergy-. 
men preach up the great doctrines of fin- 
cerity and ſimplicity of heart, which are fo. 
ſtrongly recommended and inforced by the. 


great CAPTAIN of our Salvation ? Inſtead: 


of being patterns of uncorrupted faith and. 


integrity, are not they "ublic 1 of 
eſerve 


inſincerity? Do not ſuch perſons 
the contempt and — —— of ſociety; 


and muſt not they be conſidered as a burthen, 
a heavy and uſeleſs burthen upon a nation? 
1s it poſſible to believe them in earneſt, when 

they recommend Chriſtianity, and ſet forth 


the dangers of Unbelief and Hypocriſy? or 


is it at all ſurpriſing, that the profeſſion of 
Chtiſtianity ſhould be looked upon by 


N as mere artifice and pretence? 
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"Thete are, Tam 505 ſenfible, many je- 
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ſuitical ſhifts and quibbles, many forced ex- 
plications, by which clergymen endeavour 
to palliate their conduct in regard to ſub- 
ſcriptions ; but they are all ſuch as have a 
direct tendency to defeat the uſe of lan- 
guage among men, and ſuch as any man 
Who had à regard to his honour and repu- 
tation , would be aſhamed to make uſe of 
in the tranfaftions of commercial or civil 
life; or if he did, would confign himſelf 
over to infamy and reproach. — 
I would aſk you, gentlemen, I would 
particulafly aſk the governors of our church, 
in the ſpitit of meekneſs and ſeriouſneſs,” 
Whether impoſing on miniſters ſubſcriptions 
t explanatory articles of faith, has ever 
hen of any real ſervice to Chriſtianity, to 
he intereſts of truth and fincerity ; or whe- 
ther it has not been a fruitful ſource of 
contention and animoſity, of blind zeal, 
uncharitableneſs, and party-ſpirit ; a prin- 
_cipal obſtruction to peace and unity; a 
ſnare to conſcience; an occaſion of inſin- 
cerity and equivocation; a juſt cauſe to Pa- 
fits of reproaching Proteſtant churches with 
inconſiſtent and contradictory opinions and 
practices? I would aſk, whether it has ever 
proved, or whether it is poffible in the na- - 
cure, of the thing it ſhould prove, the leaſt | 
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guard apainſt error, or the leaſt ſecurity 70 
truth? Once more, I would aſk, gentle 
men, whether your ſubſcribing articles, 
which, it is certain, many of the wiſeſt and 
beſt of you do not believe, muſt not neceſ- 
ſarily and unavoidably create ſtrong preju- 


dices againſt you, and prevent your uſeful- 
neſs? It certainly muſt ; and is undoubtedly 


one principal reaſon of that contempt un- 


dier which your order has ſo juſtly fallen, 
and under which it muſt eternally remain, 
if the fumbling-bleck is not removed, and 


greater evidence given that yew really are 


what you profeſs to be. 
It is Led aſtoniſhing, if any thivg of 


this kind can be matter of aſtoniſhment to 
one acquainted with eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 


that in ſo enlightened an age as the preſent; 


| fo abſurd and contradictory a practice as 


that of impoſng ſubſcription to explanatvry 
articles of faith, ſhould be continued in 
Proteſtant church. That the ſcripture is 
the only rule of faith, the ſtandard of diving: 
truth; that the church has no other rule 
of her faith and practice; and that this rule 
was intended for the common benefit of all 
Chriſtians, are the acknowledged principles 
of every Proteſtant church, and of c 
conſiſtent Proteſtant. Now thoſe who form 
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oon faith; yet when they make the belief 
3 of theſe ther articles and creeds neceſſary 
Hy to the admiſſion of others into the miniſtry 


It as a proper or ſufficient teſt of ſoundneſs 


fallible interpretation of it to be a better 


The facred ſcriptures; and another ' ſupreme 
2 "SY they themſelves affirm to be the meaning 


manifeſt contradiction and abſurdity, i 


© in * 8 a fallible rule to an infallible, 
- Another. 


= ing the ſenſe of PLOW though ſuch 

2 bet ph and creeds do, in their opinion, agree. 
with the doctrine of ſcripture, and though 
thus far they, who frame them, may be 
fid to make the ſcripture the rule of their 


of the church, they then make, not what 
they certainly know to be ſcripture, but 
their own ſenſe of ſcripture, compriſed in 
ſuch articles, the rule of ſach admiſſion. 
They plainly lay the infallible ſcripture 
aſide as the rule of judgment, and exclude 


in the faith; and in fact declare their own. 


4 and ſurer teſt ; and thus conſtitute one fu- 5 
| eme teſt of orthodoxy for themſelves, viz. 


iet of orthodoxy for others, vig. What 
of it. They are thus guilty of the wot: 
making ſcripture: the rule of faith, and — | 


nying it to be ſuch, in receiving and reject- 
ing it as the ſtandard of divine truth, and, 


. Twl 


take our notions of it from our public Forms, 
and the rituals of our church, carries in it 


plain marks of impoſture; and ſtrong ſuſ- 


picions that it could not poſſibly come from 


God. The tonſtitution of the church of 


England, indeed, and that of the church of 


Cbriſt, are widely different, as might be 
clearly ſhewn by a diſtinct enumeration of 
particulars; but ſuch an enumeration 


would lead me beyond the bounds I have 


preſcribed to myſelf. All that I ſhall ſay 
therefore under this head is, that it is in- 
cumbent upon every clergyman, Who has 
any regard for the honour of our eccleſi- 


aſtical conſtitution, for the honour of Chri- | | 


ſtianity, or the intereſts of true religion, to 
uſe his utmoſt power and influence, in or- 
der to bring about an alteration of that 
things, which, in the opinion of many of . 
the beſt and wiſeſt men of every dene 
nation, ought to be altered; and wholly to 


remove ſome others, which expoſe our mh ay N AY 


church to the cenſure of her avowed ene 
mies, are inconſiſtent with the ro of 


true Proteſtantiſm, and greatly prejudiciaF-. 


to the intereſts of virtue and true religi 
in the midſt of us. Were the church ft” 


8 England to remove of her incleſures . 


f which 


| Another ſource of infidelity and ſcepti- 
ciſm, gentlemen, is this: Chriſtianity, if W 
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which the might do without ſhaking any | 
of ker foundations, or endangering her 
ſafety; were ſhe to take away the nal of 
partition between herſelf and other Proteſ- 
tants, which ſhe might do without weak- 
ening any of her real ſecurities ; were ſhe to 
extend her arms, as wide as thoſe _—_ Chriſt 5 
and the apoſtles were extended, —̃ 
her boſom to all thoſe who are fe” 
embrace her upon the terms preſcribed by 

Chriſt, which the might do without alter- 

ing her habit, or leflening her privileges; in 

2 word, were ſhe not only to deſert but le- * 
vel thoſe out- works which ſhe knows to be : 
untenable, (he would then ſtand firm againſt 
the combined force of her avowed and in- 
veterate enemies, againſt the attacks of 

ſceptics and 'infidels, ſuſtain the ſhock of 

= ' rifing ſtorm, and firike every be- 
bolder with reverence and admiration. _ 

Another fruitful ſource of profaneneſs, 1 

ein, and infidelity, is idleneſs, 1 
the mercenary and intereſted views, and - 

the immoral lives of ſuch numbers of you 
gentlemen of the clergy. I mean 2 
' Feproach the whole order; in fo large a 
body, it would be ſtrange if there were 
not, and I am ſenſible — are, many per- 
lions of irreproachable lives, viii that 
Y nies to — fait ful g 


f: * 75 FP 


CAE 
in their maſter's ſervice. It cannot, how-- 

. ever, be denied, for it is obvious to every 

impartial obſerver, that the generality Gf 

you are very negligent in the "chars e of 
your duty, far gone in the fattionable fol- 
lies of a luxurious and effeminate age, nay, 

1 and that many of you, I am ſorry to ſay. 

| | it, are ſcandalouſly immoral | in FIR beha- | 
viour. [5 | 

An ingenious 4 ſenſible writer: of yak | 

own order, in his eftimate gf the —_ 
and principles of the times, honeſtly and 

* WY candidly acknowledges, that ſuch of you 

as have an opportunity of converſing with _ 

what is called the 4vorld, and are ſuppoſed. 
to make a part of it, inſtead of curling, 

te and encourage the trifling mannets 
of the times; that it is grown a faſhionable 
thing among you, to deſpiſe the duties 
your pariſh, to wander about as the variouj 
ſieaſons invite, to every ſcene of falſe gajety; 20M ak 

co frequent and ſbine in all public places, 5 
your own pulpits excepted ; that inſtead of 
a manly and rational regard to the welfare 
of mankind, the chief employment of 
many a clerical life is, to ſlumber in a Hall, 

; | haunt /evees, or follow the gainful trade f 
elettion-jobbing ; ; that a general neglect 'of . 
letters is even creeping upon you: and that 
inſtead 1 1 into the ON 25 dem 


* x | 


f Hh. 


60 the fa . diuine hardly ventures 


4 140 


on che fallin. 
A A melancholy picture this ; and ſuch an 


one as no. generous mind can take pleaſure 


m.contemplating ! It highly concerns 

| 1 — — . — — 
the picture is juſt, and to deliver yourſelves 
from the general contempt, which you have, 
Iam afraid, too juſtly incurred. You pro- 
eis yourſelves to be teachers of virtue, and 


you are maintained by the public, at an im- 


menſe expence, for this purpoſe. Now 
the moſt effectual way of teaching virtue, is 


to practiſe it; for the influence of exam 


ple, you cannot but know, is much greater 
* that of precept. If inſtead of bei 
examples of virtue and piety, therefore, — 


; — and encourage vice and immora- 


lity, you are a diſgrace to your profeſſion, a 
burthen, nay, a curſe to ſociety, and de- 


ſerve to be treated with contempt and ab- 


hotrence by every friend to. vine, and re- 
45 Are 555 8 
Conſider, gen lennen, for it certainly de- 


| the world (expects a high pitch of purity 


| from you; an elevation 91 ſoul above this 


8 proſent ſenſible world, and all the tranſitory 


joyments of it; an unfeigned good-will 


| * kind affect ion to your brethren of man- 


kind, 


your moſt; ſerious conſideration, that 


5. 


3» 


ther, a+ ſon, a hu 
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- kind, and an ardent zeal for promoting their 
| beſt intereſts ; a blameleſsneſs of life, and 


dignity of behaviour, without which you can 
| 1 | - Fat PST . 
never diſcharge the duties of your impor- 


_ tant ſtation, with pleaſure to yourſelves, or 


* * 


deed, under two different forts of obliga- 
tion; the one is to perform all thoſe duties, 
75 belong to your private ſtation as men 
and. Chriſtians; the other is, to perform 
ſach duties as belong to that public ſtation, 
wherein providence has place@ you. It is 
not ſufficient, _ therefor E, that a clergyman 
behaves irreproachably in private life, that 
he faithfully Ahr the duties of a fa- 


grcat advantage to others. Tou are, in- 


: 


diſcover a fervent zeal to promote the eter- 
nal welfar 7 of thoſe committed to his care, 


n , - 


obſtruct his uſefulneſs. 


W, an, i huldand, a mater Oe 
ſteady regard to the great end of his office, 


and ſtudy to avoid every indecency of con- 


Conſider, gentlemen, that "the criminal 


omiſſion or careleſs performance of the im- 


t duties of your ſtation, may be as 


- Fife to the | reat intereſts of man- 


in this or another life, as poſitive acts 


el vice, and may be followed, for any thing 
ue kno, by as ſevere chaſtiſements in this 
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world, or as dreadful puniſhments i in an- 
other. If vicious habits take root, and 
grow up to ſtrength and maturity, in the 
minds of thoſe committed to your care, 
through your careleſsneſs or bad example, 
hat extenſive and complicated miſchief 
and miſery: muſt this occaſion ? And may 
not ſuch Lee and complicated miſery 
be juſtly charged upon you ? If you ſuffer 
ſerious impreſſions to wear out of your 
people's minds by your neglecting to - 
them, may not ſeveral generations 
away before they can be renewed? This 
is an awful thought, ſurely, and ought 
to be ſeriouſly attended to by every one who 
enters upon the chriſtian miniſtry. What 
bitter remorſe and anguiſh, what deep di- 
ſtreſs muſt that clergyman feel, who reflects 
(and there are times and ſeaſons which will 
force the moſt giddy and inconſiderate to 
reflect) that many of thoſe who were com- 
mitted to his care, have become hardened 
and obſtinate offenders, irrecoverably loft 
to virtue, and peſts to ſociety, who, if he 
had been faithful in the diſcharge of his 
duty, might have proved uſeful members 
of ſociety, and ornaments to religion ? It 
is indeed ſcarce poſſible to conceive more 
ſubſtantial diſtreſs than this; and ſuch muſt 
be the diſtreſs of every worthleſs clergy- 
man, whea he reflects. N Once 


+ 
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Once more, gentlemen, let me intreatt 
* to conſider, and if you have any prin- 
ciples of virtue, any benevolence" to man- 
kind, you will conſider, that the preſent 
critical fituation of your country lays you 
under indiſpenſible obligations to "exert 
yourſelves to the utmoſt of your power, to 
attend diligently to the duties of your ſta- 
tion, and to promote that reformation, 
which is neceſſary to avert the divine diſ- 
pleaſure, and to prolong and eſtabliſh the 
public ſecurity. Looſe and ſceptical prin- 
ciples are ſpreading through the land; 


Chriſtianity lies bleeding of wounds it bas 


received in the houſe of its friends; wounds 
by far the moſt dangerous of any it ſuffers; 
luxury and the love of pleaſure have in- 
fected the minds, and bewitched the ima- 
ginations of all degrees of men; various 
and new kinds of diverſion are daily in- 
vented, wholly unknown to our anceſtors, 
and which the generous ſeverity of former 


times would never have endured; theſe 


diverſions are fruitful ſources of extrava- 
gance, powerful allurements to the neglect 


commerce, ſtraiten men in their payments, 
pꝓut them upon making deſperate puſhes to 


retrieve their circumſtances, upon unfair 
, we wicked meaſures of trade, to the in- 


jury 
1 s 


of buſineſs, threaten the proſperity: of our 
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jury.of -honeſt men, and the detriment of 

ernment itſelf ; encreaſe the number of 
kan les and profligate wretches, who defy 


all law, and commit thoſe enormities that 
are often fatal to themſelves, deſtructive of 


the go bc gous peace, aud in the natural courſe 
ings tend to the diſſolution of govern- 


—— q in a word, they wear off thoſe awes 
of Deity, and thoſe ſerious impreſſions of 


religion and virtue, which are the only ſure 
reſtraints upon our paſſions, and introduce 
that habitual levity and diſſipation, which 
baniſhes every thing EA: and manly from 
the mind. 

If this be a true repreſentation of the 


ſtate of things amongſt us, and for the 


truth of it 1 appeal to every ſenſible and 
impartial obſerver, is it not a loud call upon 
vou gentlemen of the clergy to. beſtir your- 
ſelves. ?, Can you remain indifferent or in- 
ſenſible in ſuch a ſituation of your country.? 


Can you, at ſuch a juncture, deſert your 
native poſts of honour and uſefulneſs, the 


care of your reſpective congregations, and 


trifle away your time amidſt thoughtleſs 


gaiety, and in a round of — — ? 


Is this the ſervice, the great CAPTAIN of 
your Kune requires at your hands; this 
egard you ſhew for the r 
* and ae | reli of immortal 

ſouls i 


| | 141] 3 
wouls! ? + it for this the public maintains you 


at ſuch an immenſe expence? Has BRI- 
TAIN no other uſe for er treaſures, but 
to laviſh them upon idle and effeminate 
drones, who waſte their time in luxurious 
indolence, and leave the care of their flocks 
to ſome poor hircling, with a ſcanty pittance 
for his maintenance? If the — ſtate 
of things does not rouſe you from your le- 
thargy, and awaken you to diligence and 
aſſiduity in the diſcharge of the important 
duties of your office, can YO with any face 
complain of the contempt. that is thrown 
upon your order, or be {urpriſed that you 
are diſregarded by every friend to virtue, 
the ſcoff of the profane $94 difſolute, and 
the ſcorn of the infidel?,... 
_ Give me leave, 8 men, to mention 
one thing more, which r es ur ſerious 
are; The a of Pajery are 


taking advantage of our follies and vices, 15 


are labouring aſſiduouſly to gain over proſe- 

Iytes to their ſuperſtitions and idolatries g 
and it is well known that they are too ſuc- 
ceſsful, eſpecially, among the lower part 
our people. Nor is this at all to be won- 
dered at. Religion is too much interwoven 
into the very conſciences af men, wholly to 

extirpate it out of them; andthe religion that 
anoſt favours their vices, bad men my ar : 
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fond of, and eafly fall into that, which 
will give them the bares caſe and ſecu- 
rity in the commiſſion of them. Now every 
convert to Popery among us becomes an 


enemy to his country, a rebel in his heart 


to his prince, and wants only an 5 
nity o iving his affiſtance to the deftruc- 


tion of both. If you have any remaining 


repard therefore, gentlemep, for the inte- 
reſts of pure and undefiled religion, for the 


Proteſtant cauſe, for the honour of your. 
church ; z if you have any loyalty to your 


Prince, or love to your country, let this 
confideration animate you to repel a grow- 
ing evil; an evil, indeed, which had you 
been true to your truſt, had not ſpread fo 


far, Shall the etmjſſaries of Rome be more 


of men, 1 5 you are in teaching the pure 
and uncorrupted doctrines of the word of 


God? More zealous in ſpreading the tri- 


umphs of the kingdom of Anti- Chriſt. 
than you are in ſpr 


an "Inquiſition, t 


ep 


if £: F 4 825 3H 7 "24 475 «HEFTY can 


mes, the lyes and ee 


ing thoſe of the king- 
Are blind obedience and 
implicit faith, the dungeons and fires of 
the gaudy pomp and pa- 
ntry of ſenſeleſs rites and ceremonies, "7 
e facrifices of prayer and thankſgiving to 
who neither deſerve our homage, nor 


*s 
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the fair 
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crable ſuperſtition, the moſt wanton cru- 
elty, and infernal bigotry, better worth 
contending for than rational faith, the 
rights of private judgement, the mild and 


condeſcending ſpirit of the religion of eis, 


the fimplicity and purity of golpel-worlhip, 

| TY , candid, and generous prin- 
+ ai | ” 4 ; wenn 5 „„ ia FM k of 
ciples of Proteſtantiſm ? _ 


__ The goſpel- miniſtry, gentlemen, will be 5 


3 acknowledged by every ſerious and 


conſiderate perſon to be an eminently uſe- 
ful and honourable ſervice, and to be juſtly 
entitled not bac to a decent but a liberal 


maintenance. But when the miniſters of 
the goſpel, inſtead of anſwering the Eo 
and important ends of their office, inſtead. 
of being exemplary in their lives, and faith- 
| Note truſt, are idle and negligent, 


1]-to 
ead ſenſual and luxurious lives, are immo- 


ral in their behaviour, and more ſolicitous 
for worldly honours and preferments, than 


for advancing the intereſts of piety and vir- 
tue, they not only forfeit all title to eſteem. 


1 « 


and regard, but contribute greatly to the 


ſpread of irreligion and inſidelit . 


* m 


* J 
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ers of religion has ever been, and to tue 
end of time will be, What do you more tham' 
od general, examine thelt = 


| ? 1-1 
others? N 
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The language of the world to the teach- 


4 15) 30 * 


| Trade With great ſeverity,: and expect from 
thema higher pitch of purity, a more regular 
and blameleſs behaviour, and a greater ab- 
ſtractedneſs from the affairs of the world 
+ than they do from others: It is therefore 
incumbent upon them to watch over their 
on conduct with great care; for on their 
conduct depends, i in a great meaſure, their 
ſucceſs: it is indeed one principal inftru- 
ment, by which they attain the end of their 
miniſttations. An inſpector into the con- 
duct of others ought ſurely to be unex- : 
ceptionable as to his own; if he is not, his by 
niſtry will be deſpiſed, and his doctrine 
neglected ; if he is heard at all, he will be 
heard with indifference; his exhortations 
Will be vilified, his conſolations | rove ini: 
pid, the edge of his reproofs will be blunt- 
dead, his perſon will be contemned ; religion 
ſteit will be brought under ſuſpicion = 
lleeaſt, if not into contempt ; men of unſet · 2; 
& tied principles, or wicked lives, will rave 
With little reſerve againſt prieſts and their 
Craft, and plunge into the depths « of ſeepti- 
Eiſm and infidelity. 
On the other hand, how athiable, how 
_ hbnourable is the character of a worthy 
+ clergyman! How great his uſefulneſs ! 
When in the pulpit he preaches what he 
— piadiiſes; ; when out of it, he practiſes what 


; 


TE, 


of ignorance, corru g 
der theſe tender and 


1571 


he preaches; having taſted the ſublime, the 
refined pleaſures of religion himſelf, he is 
expreſſibly ſolicitous to make others taſte 


them likewiſe; the ſeveral virtues of di- 


vine life he will paint with a maſterly hand 
in their genuine colours, and juſt propor- 


tions, for he will paint them from their 


living and beautiful originals in his on 
breaſt; he will warmly recommend them, 
became he warmly loves them; like his 
divine maſter, he will teach, as one having. 
authority ; being poſſeſſed of unfei gned 
l and Kind affection to all bis bre- 
thren of mankind, and eſpecially to thoſe 
committed to his care, he Will conſider 


them as children of the ſame great parent 


of all, as partakers of the ſame nature, as 


exiles in the ſame place of baniſhment from 


their native country, as fellow-travellers to 
the ſame unſeen world, as in the ſame ſtate 
on and guilt, and un- 
endearing vie ws, his 
heart will ſtream out towards them in a 
ſtrong flow of love and good-will, and be. - 
will have an ardent defire of promoting | 
their beſt intereſts. He will look upon the 
people of his congregation as a certain por-" 


tion of thoſe fellow-travellers through this, 
Jon of, human life, committed to his F 


b the WP ointment. of prog © 
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C 
dence, eſpecially intruſted to him for di- 
rection, affiſtance, and conſolation, He 


will inſtru& them when ignorant, help them 


when in ſtraits, comfort them when in di- 


ſtreſs; he will enter into their concerns, 
take their pains and feelings upon him, and 
watch for opportunities to do them good ; 


he will make it his buſineſs to compole dif- 


ferences, to extinguiſh animoſities, to com- 
fort the melancholy heart, and to give coun- 
ſel to the perplexed ; he will lay hold of 
every favourable opportunity of 1 : 
valuable inſtructions and religious impreſ- 
ſions to minds little ſuſceptible of them on 
other occaſions; like a good ſhepherd, he 
will feed his flock with food convenient for 


- them, will lead them into green paſtures, 


and like the GREAT SHEPHERD of Sours, 
will be conſtantly doing them good. He 


will reprove vice, and recommend virtue 


with proper dignity ; ſeture the eſteem and 

regard of the wiſe and good; extort reve- 
"rence even from the profane and diffolute; 
and by the integrity, unblameableneſs, and 
beauty of his behaviour, recommend reli- 
gion to the approbation of all around him. 
Such is the character, and ſuch will be 
8 the conduct of every worthy clergyman; 


by an imitation of which, gentlemen, you 


Will be honotired and efteemed by every 


friend 


* 
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from that contempt under which they have 
fallen, ſhew yourſelves real friends to reli- 
gion, your country, and the Proteſtant 
cauſe; and when all the enjoyments and 
pleaſures of the prefent life are at an end, 
will, in the great and awful day of univer- 
ſal recompence, have the approbation of 
Omniſcience, the applauſes of angels and 
of men, and ſhine with diſtinguiſned ho- 
nour among the ſaints in reſt, through the 
boundleſs ages of eternity. If theſe con- 
fiderations do not move and affect you, 
you are loſt to every generous, every vir 
tuous feeling, — are W e cal- 
lous, and inſenſible. 2 
Before I conclude; let me once more ear- 
neſtly intreat my dear countrymen of allranks 
and denominations, to exert themſelves with 
vigour and integrity in their country's cauſe.” _ 
Let us all conſider, that unleſs ſome po u 
erful check is given to the prevailing man- 
ners and degenerate principles of the age 
we live in, BRITAIN, that mighty king-" 
dom, which once gave laws to the mam, 
and long held the balance of power be- 
tween contending empires; muſt ſoon - pm f 
treſſing thought H become a deſpicable pro- "T- 
vince to France: and when BRITA falls, 
then falls the * of religion, then * 
el, tne 
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the bulwark of the Proteſtant intereſt : when 


Bara falls, then liberty expires. 


ee of luxury and pleaſure, kindle in 


the breaſts of one another the generous 
flame of public ſpirit, and genuine patrio- 


tiſm, and deliver down to. poſterity thoſe 


invaluable bleſſings which our brave an- 


_— with ſo much virtue, and at fo vaſt 

an expence of blood and treaſure, deli- 
vered down to us. And, to conclude, 
let us all, with one urea, and one voice, 
offer up our fervent ſupplications to the 
great Father of mercies, the ſupreme go- 
vernor among the nations, and earneſtly 
beg that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 


pour out upon all ranks and degrees of per- 


ſons in the midſt of us, a ſpirit of ſerious. 
- conſideration, of manly piety, of humble 
repentance, and reformation of all our na- 
tional vices; that he would reſtrain that 
| profaneneſs and blaſphemy, that diſregard 
do religion, that inconſideration and levity, 
that unbounded vanity, luxury, and groſs, 
' ſenſuality, which are prevalent in the midſt 
of us, and which are a diſgrace to, and 
tend to the utter ruin of, all civil focieties; 
hat he yvould unite the hearts of all the in- 
-  habitants-of: theſe lands i in the fear of his 
' name, in a joint Ai al one com- 
mon 


Let us wake therefore — our fat: al 
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ſtian charity, one towards another; that 


victory; that he would ſucceed all "our 5 


are conſiſtent with equity, and the general 


nominations faithful, laborious, and abu-xk 


and bleſs our only rightful ſovereign King . 2 
GroRGe, cſtabliſh his heart in a humble 


righrecuſnsſs ; that he would inſpire him , 
with a- zeal for religion, and a generous 


_ mitted to his care; that he would give him 
the victory over all his, and the -nation' 8% 
enemies, boch at home a8: broad; that 
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he would raiſe our great men above every 2 
mean, groveling, and ſordid purſuit, inſpire ; 
them with a ſpirit of true patriotiſm, and 
animate thein with a warm and prudent © 
zeal to promote the true honour and Wel- 
fare of thoſe nations to which they belong; 
that he would inſpire our ſoldiers with true 
courage' and magnanimity, go Yth with - 
our ficets and armies, and 80 0 them with 


public ſchemes and councils, fo far as they 1 


good of mankind ; that he would proſper > 
the miniſtration of the everlaſting goſpel of _ 
his Son, and make his miniſters of all de: 


4 


dantly ſucceſsful ; that he would preſerve 


conſcientious reverence of the ing of ng, 
and Lord of Lords, and bis throne 4 en, 


concern for the welfare of the people com- of "2 2 E 


civil and facred, may, _unger the” 
ſpicious care of his all-wiſe and 
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